Holy Union/Wedding Checklist

This is simply a guide to a variety of things couples may want to do in preparation for their Holy Union or Wedding ceremony.

(Please check these links for help in planning your wedding:

Go Newport |www.oso.com |The Best Read Guide to Newport |Newport County Chamber of Commerce
Three to Six Months Prior:

1. Set the date and time of your ceremony. (Consider the church schedule.) 

2. Decide the type and size wedding you desire. h See your clergyperson for a personal interview. 

3. Begin shopping for you wedding attire. (Allow four to six months minimum if you plan to special order.) 

4. Select the other participants in your ceremony. h Select hotel for out-or-town guests. 

5. Begin selecting the attire of the other ceremony participants. 

6. Agree on the number of guests and begin compiling the guest list. 

7. Select ushers (about one usher to every 50 guests.) 

8. Select location for the ceremony and reception. Make reservations. 

9. Select invitations or announcements. 

10. Start planning your reception. Contact: florist, caterer, decorator, photographer, musicians, reception manager, videographer .

11. Select music for the ceremony. h Select items for gift registry. 

12. Buy notepaper for thank-you notes. 

13. Begin your honeymoon plans. (Remember to allow 4-6 weeks if you will be needing a passport.) 

14. Order your cake(s). 

Three Months Prior:

1. Complete your guest list. 

2. Order invitations, announcements, and thank-you notes (if engraved). Have the envelopes sent to you early so you can start addressing them. 

3. Make honeymoon reservations for lodging and transportation. 

4. Tell close family and friend your color scheme in case they want to dress accordingly. 

5. Select your rings. Discuss engraving. 

6. Confirm photographer. Arrange for the ceremony, reception, and personal portraits. 

7. Discuss the reception details with the reception manager. 

8. Plan the details of you ceremony and confirm music selections. 

Two Months Prior:

1. Buy file box to record your gifts.

2. Consider a personal gift for your partner. 

3. Arrange for rehearsal dinner (usually follows church rehearsal) and make reservations. 

4. Buy place cards for rehearsal dinner. * Select reception party items such as napkins. 

5. Have the final fitting for your wedding attire. 

6. Arrange limousine service if desired. 

7. Finish reception plans: menu, seating arrangements, entertainment, table decorations, parking h Make appointment with your hairdresser to select a style (if you will have your hair styled for the ceremony). 

8. Finish addressing invitations. 

9. Purchase the ring pillow and garter(s). 

10. Choose a ceremony album, guest book, and photo album. 

11. Mail invitations four to six weeks before the ceremony 

12. Finalize details with florist. 

13. Make arrangements for your pets' care during your honeymoon. 

14. Arrange for engagement announcement to be sent to newspapers. 

15. Consult with a lawyer about a will. 

16. Make appropriate arrangements regarding insurance (life, medical, automotive, personal property.) 

17. Start shopping for you luggage and personal needs for the honeymoon. 

One Months Prior:

1. Arrange to have some of your flowers preserved. 

2. Buy gifts for those who participate in your ceremony. 

3. Sit for your portraits. 

4. Record acceptances and regrets to the ceremony. 

5. Send thank-you notes as gifts arrive. 

6. Check accommodations for out-of-town guests. 

7. Find a location to display your gifts. 

8. Finish planning the rehearsal dinner. 

9. Plan a party for ceremony participants. 

10. Buy the gift for your partner. 

11. Check the reception details. 

12. Check the honeymoon details. 

13. Pick up the rings. 

14. Confirm the attire of the wedding participants. 

15. Arrange payment for flowers. 

Two Weeks Prior:

1. Arrange transportation of the ceremony participants to the ceremony and reception. 

2. Discuss the candid photos you want of wedding and reception with the photographer. 

3. Make an appointment to get hair cut one week before the ceremony. 

One Week Prior:

1. Start packing for your honeymoon. 

2. Be sure announcements are ready to mail after the ceremony. 

3. Finalize plans for rehearsal and rehearsal dinner. 

4. Give a party for the ceremony participants (present their gifts.) 

5. Arrange to have your gifts moved to your home or another safe place. 

6. Give final guest estimate to reception manager and/or caterer. 

7. Review final details with florist, photographer, musician. 

8. Give personal gift to your partner. 

9. Make sure your ceremony attire is ready and properly fitted. 

10. Shine your shoes. 

11. Confirm rehearsal plans with attendants. 

12. Arrange for going away clothes to be taken to the reception site. 

13. URGENT! Be sure to take the rings and marriage license to the ceremony. 

