The Rite of Holy Matrimony

What a Holy Matrimony is...

· The Rite of Holy Matrimony is a service of celebration. 

· The Rite of Holy Matrimony is a legal covenant whereby a couple makes public vows and promises to each other and those who are in attendance pledge their support those vows and promises.

What a Holy Union is Not...

· A Holy Union is not a ceremony that conveys any legal status. Currently, there are no states in which two people of the same gender may be legally married, though there are many states in which domestic partnerships are recognized. In Vermont Holy Unions are legal though other states do not recognize the legality of the service.  That does not mean the service is illegal. It simply means that like Baptism, Holy Communion, funerals, etc., it is a service and ceremony of this church and the government has no involvement. 

· A Holy Union is not magic; it is not a quick fix for a broken or strained relationship. If your relationship were already in trouble, a Holy Union would not be appropriate. Since you will be asked to make a significant commitment, you will need to be certain that yours is a healthy relationship intended to last. 

Where do we go from here? 

If you have additional questions, would like to have your service at the church, or performed by one of the Pastors, please contact the church at 401-849-2238 and ask to speak to Thommie Sears. 
